Teaching Philosophy

K.I.S.S.

(Keep it simple student)

My teaching method is based on keeping it simple.  I believe that the student needs to focus on the fundamentals of music and learn how to understand and appreciate how the guitar functions musically.

The Focus Areas

· Scales/Chords

· Technique

· Music Reading

· Theory

· Practicing

In my system music starts and ends with scales or the sounds of our music.  Our system of music is based on a series of preset sounds that predate Bach, which I break into 2 focus areas, Major and Minor.  Too make music we must first make the sounds, hear the sounds and understand where they are on the guitar/bass.

Thru the use of musical exercises and songs the student learns to recognize scale and chord concepts in melodies, identify chord progressions, and play the sounds that they hear on recordings.  Lessons also allow students to work on songs of their own choosing. Every fourth or fifth lesson the student is encouraged to bring in a song (CD) of their choice to work on. 

I also believe that students should appreciate a variety of musical styles including blues, classical, jazz, and pop.  Periodically throughout their lessons I have students work on musical selections in these different genres.  This helps them understand that fundamentally music is the same sounds over and over just in a different context.  Helping them realize that no matter what style it is they can play it!

Necessary materials for all students are:
• Metronome
• Guitar Tuner
• Manuscript book(s)
• *Lesson books. (Lesson books vary by student. One will be chosen at your first lesson)                   
• Pocket folder (for handouts)

